REGULATIONS

XXIII Guadalajara International Film Festival

1. MISSION

The Aim of the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Festival is promote Mexico's and Ibero-America's recent quality film productions, increasing the awareness of world film industry by screening the work of noteworthy Ibero-American film directors and presenting other remarkable and innovative films by newcoming filmmakers.

2. DATE AND PLACE

The XXIII Guadalajara International Film Festival will be held in

Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, from March 7th to the 14th, 2008.

3. SECTIONS 

The program of The XXIII Guadalajara International Film Festival will have these sections:

OFFICIAL SECTIONS

a) IBERO-AMERICAN FEATURE FILMS

Fiction feature films in 35 mm format that meet the eligibility criteria may compete in this section. 

b) MEXICAN FEATURE FILM 

This section is open to Mexican fiction feature films in 35 mm., NTSC Betacam SP or DV-Cam formats with eligibility conditions. Mexican films previously screened or broadcast in the country, may participate but will not compete.

c) IBERO-AMERICAN DOCUMENTARY FILMS 

In this section, documentary feature or medium length films in 35 mm., NTSC Betacam SP or DV-Cam formats with eligibility conditions may compete. 

d) MEXICAN DOCUMENTARY FILMS 

In this section Mexican documentary feature or medium length films in 35 mm., NTSC Betacam SP or DV-Cam formats with eligibility conditions may compete.

a) IBERO-AMERICAN SHORT FILMS 

Fiction, documentary and animated short films may compete in this section. These films must be in 35 mm. should have not been previously screened or broadcast in the country. Short Films in NTSC Betacam SP or DV-Cam formats may compete only if they were produced or co-produced by a film school. 

b) MEXICAN SHORT FILMS 

Fiction, documentary and animated short films from Mexico may compete in this section. These films must be in 35 mm format. Short Films in NTSC Betacam SP or DV-Cam formats may compete only if they were produced or co-produced by a film school and should have not been previously screened or broadcast in the country.

c) THEMATIC SERIES. This section is comprised of films that make a series, sharing a common characteristic, such as films which represent a region, or country, Mexican or Ibero-American children’s films, and any other which is considered of general interest by the Board of Trustee’s through the Festival’s Directorship.

4.  RULES FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE OFFICIAL SECTIONS

Eligibility of the films

Films are eligible for selection and invitation in the Official Sections if they observe the following conditions:

1. Films must have been produced between 2007 and 2008, and must be finished by January 2008.

2. Their country of origin must be a country from Latin-America, Spain or Portugal.

3. Films must not have been previously screened or broadcast in Mexico to open audiences. Mexican films that have done so may participate but not compete in any official section.

Rules for all the films in competition:

I. The film’s nationality will be determined by its certificate of origin or a similar document. A copy of this document must be attached to its corresponding submission form.

II. Feature films should have a running time of not less 60 minutes. Short films should not exceed 30 minutes. Documentaries will be accepted with a minimum of 45 minutes length.

III. Short films in digital format must attached an official letter from the Film School participant in the production.

IV. Every selected film spoken in any language other than Spanish must be subtitled in Spanish.

V. A responsible party or individual must register the film and submit the inscription form duly filled and signed.

VI. Once the film is submitted and selected it cannot be withdrawn.

5.  JURORS AND SELECTING COMMITTEE

The Selecting Committee will include distinguished individuals from the domestic and international film world. The committee’s members will be appointed and approved by the Festival’s Board of Trustees.

The Board of Trustees through of The Festival Management will appoint the members of the Official Jury who will assign the Official Awards to the competing sections. The Jurors will be national and foreign individuals recognized in the film and cultural fields. Individuals who participated in the production or promotion of any of the competing films will not be eligible as jury members.

Under no circumstance whatsoever no award in any competing sections will be declared without winners.

The decisions of all the juries will be unappealable.

6.  AWARDS

The international jury will grant the Mayahuel award to the participating films in the following categories:

Official sections

a) Ibero-American Feature Film


• 
Best Ibero-American Feature Film (Award to promote the film’s distribution)


• 
Special Jury Award (Award to promote the film’s distribution)


• 
Best Director (Cash to the Film’s Director)


• 
Best Screenplay (Trophy)


• 
Best Actor (Trophy)



• 
Best Actress
(Trophy)


• 
Best Photography (Trophy)


• 
Best First Feature (Award to promote the film’s distribution)

b) Mexican Fiction Feature Film


• 
Best Mexican Feature Film (Award to promote the film’s distribution)


• 
Best Director (Cash to the film’s director)


• 
Best Screenplay (Trophy)


• 
Best Actor (Trophy)



• 
Best Actress
(Trophy)


• 
Best Photography (Trophy


• 
Best Mexican First Feature (Award to promote the film’s distribution) 

c) Ibero-American Documentary Film


• 
Best Documentary (Award to promote the film’s distribution) 

d) Mexican Documentary Film


• 
Best Documentary (Award to promote the film’s distribution)

e) Ibero-American Short Film


• 
Best Ibero-American Short Film (Award to promote the film’s distribution)


• 
Best Ibero-American Animated Short Film (Award to promote the film’s distribution)

f) Mexican Short Film


• 
Best Mexican Short Film (Award to promote the film’s distribution)


The conditions for the Awards to promote the Film’s Distribution may be consulted in the attachment AWARDS.

People’s Choice. This award will be granted to a Mexican Feature Fiction Film by direct vote of audience in the theaters after the first screening.

The FIPRESCI jury will grant its awards in recognition to films in the Official Sections according the rules of the association.

FEISAL Award will be granted to a documentary film from a director younger of 35 years old thru March 15th 2008, according of the rules of the Federation.

7.  PROGRAMMING

The Organizing Committee of the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Fest will establish the schedule of the films submitted.

8.  SUBMISSION

To participate in the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Fest, the films must be submitted to the organizing committee of the Festival. Entries will only be received from the publishing date of this notice until January 8th at 19 hrs. 

Entries must include the following documentation:


• 
A duly filled and signed registration form.


• 
Copy in VHS or DVD (NTSC or PAL) formats of the final cut, or a working copy with a commitment letter where the filmmaker agrees to deliver a finished work before March 15th. 2008 if the film is selected.


• 
A film synopsis (150-200 words)


• 
The director’s resume (100- 150 words)


• 
The director’s filmography including TV works and the running time of all the previous work.


• 
A certificate of origin or similar document which accredits the film’s country of origin


• 
Letter from the Film School, only for short films in digital format.


• 
Publishing materials for the catalog (3 photographs from the film and 2 of the director; printed in photographic paper, or delivered digitally on a CD-ROM as high-resolution digital images (300 DPI minimum) in JPEG format included with the rest of the documentation.

The delivery of all material is mandatory in order to be considered for participation. None of the submitted materials (VHS, DVD or printed formats) will be returned, under no circumstance whatsoever.

All material must be sent via courier service to:

XXIII FESTIVAL INTERNACIONAL DE CINE EN GUADALAJARA

Comité de selección

Cenit 1158

Jardines del Bosque C.P. 44510 

Guadalajara, Jalisco, México. 

Tel. + 52 33 31217461 

Fax. + 52 33 31217426

Participant shall cover all the expenses related to shipping and handling of materials.

9.  SELECTED FILMS

Should your film be selected to participate in the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Fest, you will receive an invitation from the Chairman of the Festival. All invitations will be postmarked no later than February 19th 2008. 

The filmmaker must deliver a letter committing to submit a copy of the film in 35 mm of digital format to be screened on the dates established by the Festival’s regulations.

10. SHIPPING AND HANDLING

All films should be received by the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Fest’s office on or before March 1th, 2008.

Please send the copies of the films via courier services (UPS, DHL, FEDEX). Include a legend on package, which should read: 

THE CONTENTS OF THIS PACKAGE ARE INTENDED FOR CULTURAL PURPOSES ONLY. NO COMMERCIAL VALUE. 

Also, indicate as symbolic customs value less of 50 USD, since the Festival will not cover any additional customs expense in order to release the goods. 

Any film which does not comply with this and generates additional customs charges will be declared be abandoned at the customs offices and is subject to destruction by federal regulations. If you have any questions, please check with the film festival’s organization. 

DO NOT SEND COPIES OF THE FILMS THROUGH REGULAR MAIL.

The Guadalajara International Film Fest will cover the return shipping and handling expenses for all selected films.

Any special instructions regarding shipping and addressee by the end of the scheduled screenings should be given from the beginning of the Festival, failure to do so will result in films shipped automatically to the original address of the film’s sender.

PROMOTIONAL AND PRESS MATERIALS

Participants should send all press and promotional materials related to their film (50 Press Kits, 10 posters, photos or stills, promotional videos in BETACAM SP format and 3-minute trailers in NTSC system) before February 20, 2008 to the above mentioned address.

LIABILITY

In the event of fire, loss, theft, damage and/or destruction of a copy during the period starting the arrival to the Festival to the delivery to the courier company, the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Festival’s sole liability and remedy is to pay the cost of a new copy according to the lab fees determined by the laboratories at Estudios Churubusco Azteca, via wire transfer.

The term to make claims regarding copies is 50 natural days starting March 14th, 2008, when the Festival ends.

11. ACCREDITATION

Detailed information regarding invitations and accreditations will be available starting December 1st, 2007 at the website www.guadalajaracinemafest.com

12. GENERAL CONDITIONS

The chairman of the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Festival is entitled to make interpretations in any case not considered in these regulations and he may make exceptions whenever justified. The Board of Trustees of the Guadalajara International Film Festival will review unforeseen cases. Whenever a controversy arises from the interpretation of any of the articles in these regulations, the ruling document shall be the original document in Spanish, which is available at www.guadalajarafilmfest.com

A submitted film implies full agreement with this document. Failing to comply with any of its articles may result in denying the participation of a film in the XXIII Guadalajara International Film Festival.

